Adkerson
The Outsiders
Writing Questions for Chapters 9 & 10

1. Before leaving for the rumble, Ponyboy states that helping to beat the Socs is the most important thing in his life.  Why do you think it is so important to Pony at this point?

2. What does Pony hope to accomplish by beating the Socs?  What does this say about Randy’s influence on Ponyboy?

3. Immediately before the rumble begins, Pony says that he doesn’t hate the Socs anymore.  Why, then, does he proceed to attack the Socs and not just defend himself?

4. Dally rages against the desire to help others, saying this desire caused Johnny to be injured.  But how has Dally shown that he too has a strong desire to help others?

5. Contrast the greaser gang’s mood before and after the rumble.

6. What do you think accounts for this change?

7. Dally’s move to bluff the police with the pistol is a suicidal act.  Why do you think Dally chooses to die?

8.   Do you think that suicide is always a cowardly act?

9. Why or why not/

